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THE FOLLOWING POINTS ARE SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

Improving deposition

1. During pre-bloom sprays do not use the fan on the sprayer

High airflow isn’t necessary as the target area is so small

2. If you do use the fan for pre-bloom sprays, drive at higher forward speeds

The forward speed deflects the air rearwards at an angle into the target

In mid - late season, drive slowly to allow air time to penetrate the canopy  

3. Spray every row, not alternate rows

Trials show better deposition occurs when every row is sprayed

4. Design a simple over the row boom to allow you to spray two rows every pass

Every row spraying is a time consuming exercise, a simple boom fitted to each side of the sprayer will convert a single row sprayer into an effective, inexpensive 2 row machine 

Minimising drift

1. Do not use the fan on the sprayer in early season spraying

It is not necessary to create such a high airflow when a dense canopy is absent

2. Use air induction nozzles

Research results show that drift is reduced by 50% 

3. Use a side baffle to ensure spray goes into the vineyard whilst spraying the end rows

A simple, inexpensive baffle will prevent recycled spray laden air being discharged in the wrong direction 

4. Use Cornell deflectors

Initial research shows promising results in directing the spray-laden air in a horizontal manner for at least 15 feet each side of the sprayer

5. The 4 end rows of the vineyard:

a) Do not spray them, they will act as an excellent vegetative filter particularly when in full canopy or

b) If you do spray them, turn off the fan throughout the season.
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