Cornell University Cover Crop Guide

Forage Turnip and Rape Brassica rapavar. rapaand Brassica hapus

Asfall seeded Brassicas, turips and rape offer “:" <
Rt 2

the benefit of weed suppressionin the P “‘\,"
following crop with quick decompostion after WJ g { 3’ \‘5;-32 ‘*J; :'
being turned unde. Tumip and rape grow quickly N 2 té?“:‘

and are goodat redudng surface compaction while

providing winter cover and fall weed supptession.

Landpreparation Smooth seed bed weed free, well drained with enough moisture.

Seding rate Turnips

Drill 4-7 Ib/ac, 1/2 in deep.

Broadcast 10-12 Ib/ac, cover 1/2 D3/4in"

Usethehighe rateif fall weed suppressionisthegod.

Rape

Drill 5-101b/ac, lessthan 3/4 in deep.

Broadcast 8-14 Ib/ac’

Cover upto Lin. ™
Seed can beno-tilled into suppressed sod or seeded into a
conventiondly prepared seed bed . Till as necessary to kill the
first flush of weedsto ensure aweed free seedbed. After seeding
roll thegroundto improve seed to soil contact butnotto break up

soil aggregates.

Seeding date Augug

Seed sources Erng Conservation Seed, AMPAC Seed Company

Maintenance Avoid wet spots

Control Incorporate in Spring, any time before full flowering.

Tips These cover cropscan harbor brassica diseases, donotusein
rotation with brassicas. Also useful for suppressing Sclerotiniain
lettuce.
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