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Budwood of Chardonnay clone 96 was collected from the vineyards of Lenz Winery in 
New York in January, 2006.  The budwood was grafted onto standard and tall C.3309 
rootstock in late spring at Westport Rivers Vineyards and Winery in Westport, MA.  The 
grafted vines were planted outdoors in a nursery bed and cared for during the growing 
season.  The vines were dug up in early December and are being held in cold storage 
prior to being planted in their permanent locations in spring, 2007. 
 
The planting locations in Hamden, CT and Westport, MA have been prepared according 
to standard practices:  Existing vegetation in the rows was killed using a fall application 
of glyphosate.  A pre-emergence herbicide was also applied to help prevent germination 
of winter weeds.  Where needed, lime will be applied in early spring 2007 and tilled into 
the soil as deeply as possible to adjust soil pH to 6.5.  A second application of glyphosate 
will be applied approximately two weeks prior to planting to control spring weed 
seedlings.  The experimental plots will be planted in late April- early May.  Preliminary 
trellising will be established when funds become available in July, as the vines grafted to 
the tall rootstock can be lightly trained to the fruiting wire during the 2007 growing 
season. 
 
Dr. Hilary Sandler has agreed to replace Justine Vanden Heuvel as a cooperator in 
Massachusetts. 
 
Appendix: 
 
Impact Statement 
 
This experiment will provide winegrape growers information regarding the applicability 
and feasibility of using high-grafted grapevines in a vineyard; whether the benefits, if 
any, might justify the increased cost and labor of production; and whether further studies, 
involving various heights of the graft union and scion/rootstock combinations should be 
done.  There is considerable interest in this research in southern New England.  These 
benefits are in keeping with the Management Efficiency and Sustainability priority of the 
National Grape and Wine Initiative. 
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